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A Note for Readers  

 

This Study Guide is intended as a resource for teachers, students, directors, performers, and 

anyone interested in the Gershwinsõ Crazy for You , which premiered on Broadway in 1992  but  

has its roots in the earliest musical theatre.  Crazy for You  is loosely based on Girl Crazy, a 

1930 Gershwin musical comedy.  This study guide  explores the historical and social context of 

both Crazy for You  and Girl Crazy , the way in which the òNew Gershwin Musical Comedyó came 

to be, and the background of the showõs characters.  You can find d iscussion questions and 

activities sprinkled throughout, s everal of which  refer you to the CD you will find o n the inside 

cover .  Keep an eye out for the following icons:  

Critical Thinking   Links and More Info        Listening Activity  

    Viewing Activity   Writing Activity  
 

Feel free to us e this Study Guide as it suits your needs ñuse it in order and in its entirety, or 

take a single section and use it independently.  If you õd like more information on any of the 

various topics covered in this guide, check out the list of References at the end ! 
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What is Musical Theatre?  

Musical Theatre is defined by Wikipedia as òa form of theatre 

combining music, songs, spoken dialogue and da nce.ó 

So, what does this mean?   It  means that Musical Theatre is the most 

collaborative of performance art forms.  Musical theatre blends  acting, dance, and 

music together into a cohesive whole that, if done well, will seamlessly transition from 

one medium  to another to convey the story .  All three performance aspects are used to 

develop characters, reveal plot points, and convey the emotions of the piece.  

You may have heard about modern musicals such as Grease , RENT, Wicked , Beauty 

and the Beast , and Legal ly Blonde .  Or, you may have seen Chicago , Hairspray , or 

Sweeney Todd  at the movie theatre or on DVD.  

 

However, Musical Theatre has not always been what it is today.  If you saw The Sound 

of Music  or West Side Story  on video when you were a kid, then you know firsthand 

how much Musical Theatre has changed from the time those movies came out in the 

1960s until now.  

Girl Crazy , the show that Crazy for You  is loosely based upon, comes from an even 

earlier era ñthe 1930s.  

American Musical Theatre is a changing  art form with a rich history that is being 

continually shaped  and reshaped .  Take a l ook at the timeline on the next page, and 

you will  get a sense of how our Musical Theatre has developed over the last two 

centuries.  

  Viewing Activity !  

Obtain a copy of a recent movie musical.  Dreamgirls , Chicago , and 

Hairspr ay  are just a few options!  Watch al l or part of the movie in class, 

and talk about it afterwards.  What did you like about it?  What didnõt you 

like?  In your opinion, what sets movie musicals  apart from other modern 

forms  of entertainment (such as movie s, concerts, and TV shows )? 


